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September 21, 2021 

 

FORMAL NOTICE TO MISO MEMBERS 

 

Via E-Mail 

 

To:  Authorized Voting Representatives of MISO Members 

 

 Re: Election of Three Director Candidates to Serve on MISO’s Board 

 

Dear MISO Members: 

 

MISO’s independent Board of Directors exists to foster the long-term success and sustainability 

of the organization.  To all long-time Members, thank you for your participation in the past annual 

elections of MISO’s independent Board of Directors.  To all Members, both new and old, your vote is 

important and serves to endorse the significance of the election of independent Directors.  Your interest 

and participation are highly valued and greatly appreciated. 

 

The electronic voting period for this year’s election begins at 8:00 a.m. (Eastern Time), Thursday, 

September 23, 2021 and continues until 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time), Friday, October 29, 2021. 

 

MISO has enlisted Votenet Solutions to conduct this year’s annual election through an electronic 

platform.  As a result, Members will cast their ballots electronically via Votenet’s website.  No paper 

ballots will be accepted.  Information on the process for casting votes electronically is set out in more 

detail in Section III below. 

 

During its September 16, 2021 meeting, the Board of Directors announced the names of the three 

candidates who will stand for this year’s election.1  If elected by MISO’s Members, these candidates will 

serve three-year terms beginning January 1, 2022.  The qualifications of each candidate are discussed in 

Section II below. 

 

 
1  The candidates were recommended by the Nominating Committee, which consists of two 

representatives from the Advisory Committee (Commissioner Sarah Freeman, Indiana Utility Regulatory 

Commission, and Stacie Hebert, Manager, FERC/RTO Policy, Otter Tail Power Company), and three MISO 

Board members (Directors Barbara J. Krumsiek (Committee Chair), H. B. Doggett, and Robert F. Lurie). 
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I. NOTICE 

 

Please accept this correspondence as official notification of: 

 

• Election of Three Director Candidates to Serve on MISO’s 

Board - Electronic voting begins at 8:00 a.m. (Eastern Time), Thursday, 

September 23, 2021, and continues until 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time), Friday, 

October 29, 2021. 

 

MISO will announce election results in mid-November and at the Annual Members Meeting 

on December 9, 2021 

 

II. BOARD CANDIDATES 

 

For your further information and consideration, the biographies of Phyllis E. Currie, Mark S. 

Johnson, and Nancy Lange are included below.  The qualifications and experience of each of the 

candidates are as follows:   
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Category 1 Seat 

(Requiring Expertise and Experience in Corporate Leadership at the Senior Management or Board 

of Directors Level, or in the Professional Disciplines of Finance, Accounting, Engineering, or 

Utility Laws and regulation) 

 

Phyllis E. Currie 

Phyllis E. Currie has been a member of the MISO Board of Directors since 2016 and is currently 

Chair of the Board, a position she has held since 2019.  She formerly chaired the Board’s Audit & 

Finance Committee, on which she currently serves.  She is also a member of the Markets 

Committee, the System Planning Committee, and the Human Resources Committees. 

 

From 2001 to 2015 she was General Manager of the Pasadena Department of Water and Power 

which serves the City of Pasadena, California and portions of Los Angeles County.  Under her 

leadership, the Department added new electric generation units, and implemented improvements 

to upgrade the city’s water and electrical distribution systems.  

 

During her earlier 30-year career with the City of Los Angeles, Ms. Currie held the positions of 

Chief Financial Officer of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power; Assistant City 

Administrative Officer overseeing development of the city’s annual operating and capital budgets, 

and Director of the Los Angeles rent control program. 

 

She served on the Electricity Advisory Committee of the Department of Energy from 2015 to 

2017.  Ms. Currie is a member of the board of directors of Grid Alternatives which works with 

low-income families to promote the use of solar power and energy efficiency; the board of Water 

& Power Associates which sponsors educational programs regarding water and energy issues in 

the Los Angeles community; and the board of directors of the Association of Women in Water, 

Energy and the Environment.    

 

She has held leadership roles in the California Municipal Utilities Association, the Southern 

California Public Power Authority, and the American Public Power Association where she served 

as board chair.  She also served as a member of the governing boards of the Electric Power 

Research Institute, the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board, and the California Debt Advisory 

Commission. 

 

She holds a bachelor’s degree in political science and a master’s degree in business administration 

from the University of California at Los Angeles.  She has completed the Program for Senior 

Executives in State and Local Government at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at 

Harvard University. 
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Category 3 Seat 

(Requiring Expertise and Experience in the Planning of Electric Transmission Systems) 

 

Mark S. Johnson 

Mark S. Johnson has been a member of the MISO Board of Directors since 2016 and is Chair of 

the System Planning Committee, a position he has held since 2017.  He is also a member of the 

Corporate Governance & Strategic Planning Committee, the Human Resources Committee, and 

the Technology Committee. 

 

He served as Vice President of Transmission Operations for Pacific Gas and Electric Co. from 

2011 to 2013 where he oversaw restructuring efforts to enhance accountability for grid operations, 

project management, and maintenance and construction activities under a $1.18 billion capital and 

operating budget.  He previously held positions as Vice President of Electric Transmission 

Planning and Engineering, and as Vice President and Senior Director of Electric Operations and 

Engineering.   

 

While at PG&E his responsibilities included developing public system safety improvement plans, 

as well as strategies to comply with NERC standards and to meet California RPS requirements.  

He also orchestrated the consolidation of 15 remote transmission control centers into a single 

facility. In addition, he led efforts to improve the overall operational and human performance 

proficiency of the transmission and distribution business. 

 

After returning to his home state of Tennessee in 2014, he served as president of Utility Services 

for The Dedic Group, a utility industry focused executive search firm.  Prior to his work at PG&E, 

he was Director of Transmission Operations for LG&E Energy Corporation, a subsidiary of E.ON 

US, LLC from 1997 to 2006.  He also held a number of officer and senior management positions 

during his tenure at the Tennessee Valley Authority.  He retired from full-time employment in 

2015. 

 

Mr. Johnson holds a bachelor of science degree in civil engineering technology from Murray State 

University, and completed the executive management program at the University of Virginia’s 

Darden School of Business. 

 



September 21, 2021 

Page 5 

 

 

 

Category 1 Seat 

(Requiring Expertise and Experience in Corporate Leadership at the Senior Management or Board 

of Directors Level, or in the Professional Disciplines of Finance, Accounting, Engineering, or 

Utility Laws and regulation) 

 

Nancy Lange 

Nancy Lange has been a member of the MISO Board of Directors since 2019 and is Chair of the 

Corporate Governance & Strategic Planning Committee.  She also serves as a member of the 

Human Resources Committee, the Markets Committee, and the System Planning Committee. 

 

She was appointed to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in March 2013 and was named 

Chair in January 2017.  Ms. Lange resigned from the Commission upon her election to the MISO 

Board of Directors in late 2018.   

 

As Chair of the Commission, she oversaw its regulation of Minnesota’s electric, gas, and 

telecommunications industries, as well as the agency’s budget and operations.  During this time 

she served as the Commission’s liaison to the Minnesota Legislature and to the Governor’s Office, 

and led the Grid Modernization Initiative to advance regulatory and planning approaches for an 

integrated and multi-functional distribution grid.    

 

While serving as a Commissioner, she was a member of the National Association of Regulatory 

Utility Commissioners (NARUC), and served as Chair of its Committee on Energy Resources and 

the Environment.  She was a member of the Midcontinent States Environmental and Energy 

Regulators group which she chaired.  She was also a member of the Mid-America Regulatory 

Conference, and advised the U.S. Department of Energy and the Lawrence Berkeley National 

Laboratory on their Future Electric Utility Regulation project. 

 

Prior to her appointment to the Minnesota Commission, she was Manager of Policy and 

Engagement at the Center for Energy and Environment in Minneapolis.  She also served as the 

Director of Energy Programs at the Izaak Walton League of America.  In these positions she 

advanced energy policies at the state and federal levels, engaged in energy regulatory proceedings, 

conducted public outreach to support policy outcomes, and authored numerous reports and 

publications. 

 

Ms. Lange holds a bachelor of science degree from Iowa State University and a master’s degree 

in public policy from the University of Minnesota.  
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III. ELECTRONIC VOTING 

 

A. Votenet “Kick-off” Email Announcing Polls are Open 

 

On Thursday, September 23, 2021, Votenet will send individual emails to all authorized 

voting representatives, announcing commencement of the election period and providing company-

specific usernames and passwords.  Please ensure your SPAM filters are appropriately set so 

that you may receive Votenet emails.2  Authorized voting representatives may cast ballots at any 

time during the election period.  No paper ballots will be accepted.  All votes must be submitted 

electronically using Votenet’s website. 

 

Step-by-step voting instructions outlining the voting process are attached as Exhibit 1.  

Frequently asked questions (“FAQs”) concerning the election and the electronic voting process are 

also attached as Exhibit 2.   

 

Voters are encouraged to cast their votes once the polls open.  Otherwise, they will receive 

weekly reminders from Votenet until their votes are cast.   

 

B. The Ballot 

 

The ballot that Members can expect to see when accessing Votenet’s website will reflect 

the following three candidates to fill the three open Director seats. 

 

 

Director Candidates 

 

 

Areas of Qualifications 

 

Phyllis E. Currie 

(Category 1) Corporate Leadership or 

Professional Disciplines of Finance, Accounting, 

Engineering, or Utility Laws and Regulation 

 

 

Mark S. Johnson 

(Category 3) Expertise and Experience in the 

Planning of Electric Transmission Systems 

 

 

Nancy Lange 

(Category 1) Corporate Leadership or 

Professional Disciplines of Finance, Accounting, 

Engineering, or Utility Laws and Regulation  

 

 

Biographies of the candidates will also be available on Votenet’s website.   

 

 

2  To ensure proper delivery, please add MISOelections@eBallot.com to your address book or safe 

senders list. 

mailto:MISOelections@eBallot.com
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C. Voting Rules 

 

Affiliated Members having the same parent company are allotted one vote among them.  Each 

Member may cast a “for” or “against” vote for each open Director position via its ballot.  If a Member 

selects “withhold,” the Member is choosing not to vote.  However, the vote will be counted to 

determine the presence of a quorum, which is twenty-five percent (25%) of the Members. 

 

Pursuant to MISO’s Bylaws, each candidate receiving a majority of the votes cast by the 

Members shall be elected.  Should MISO’s Members fail to elect any of the three candidates, a new 

candidate for any unfilled position shall be presented for Member consideration no later than 75 days 

after the election.   

 

As also provided in MISO’s Bylaws, this information is being provided at least 30 days in 

advance of the October 29, 2021 deadline for Members to cast votes for the above-referenced 

candidates.   

 

Should you have any comments or questions concerning this matter, please contact 

membership@MISOenergy.org.  Voters may also contact MISOelections@eBallot.com (or 800-404-

5750) for assistance.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

/s/ Andre T. Porter 

Andre T. Porter 

Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary 

 

Attachments 

mailto:membership@MISOenergy.org
mailto:MISOelections@eBallot.com


We’re devoted to creating MISO’s best voting experience.
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Step 1: Email Notification from Votenet

On September 23, 2021, Votenet will individually contact each Member company’s 
designated voter to provide a Member company specific username and password. 

The Voting Package, which contains step-by-step instructions for accessing the ballot 
and outlining how to vote via Votenet’s website, along with Frequently Asked 
Questions, are on MISO’s website at this link:  
https://www.misoenergy.org/events/2021-annual-members-meeting---december-9-
2021/. 

Please contact membership@misoenergy.org if you have questions regarding your 
voting representative.  

Votenet’s September 23, 2021 email notification will provide voting representatives 
with a link to Votenet’s Welcome & Login page, similar to the sample email provided 
on the following page.  

3
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Sample Email Notification to DESIGNATED Voters
Dear John Smith:

Votenet is again managing the electronic voting process for MISO’s membership vote regarding the 
2021 Board of Directors election.

Electronic voting begins at 8:00 a.m. (Eastern Time), Thursday, September 23, 2021, and 
ends at 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time), Friday, October 29, 2021.

No paper ballots will be accepted.  
All votes must be submitted electronically via Votenet’s website. 

To access the electronic ballot, please click on the URL below or type it into your browser bar; then, 
enter your Username and Password for your respective Member Company as provided below.

Click here: https://eballot4.votenet.com/MISO

Username: [default value] 
Password: [default value]
Member Company: [default value]

Please contact MISOelections@eBallot.com or 800-404-5750 if you have any questions. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Click here

Your unique Username & 
Your Username and Password 

4
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Step 2: Welcome & Login 

Enter Credentials from    
Votenet Email Notification 

Questions? Please contact Votenet at 800-404-5750 or email us at MISOelections@eBallot.com

5
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Step 3: Vote 

Click Candidate 
Name for Bio

Click one box to 
indicate selection

Click one box to 
indicate selection

Click one box to 
indicate selection

Click when complete

2021 MISO Election of Certain Directors
Open until 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time), October 29, 2021.

6



Step 4: Review & Submit

Click when complete

2021 MISO Election of Certain Directors
Open until 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time), October 29, 2021

7



Step 5: Receipt and Logout

Click to view receipt

2021 MISO Election of Certain Directors
Open until 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time), October 29, 2021

September 23, 2021

3:22 p.m. (Eastern Time)

8
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Voter e-Receipt 

Title: 2021 MISO Election of 
Certain Directors

3:22 p.m. (Eastern Time), 
September 23, 2021

9
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For More Information 

• Please refer to the Frequently Asked 
Questions located in this Voting Package 
and on MISO’s website 
https://www.misoenergy.org/events/2021-
annual-members-meeting---december-9-
2021/.

• For voting questions, contact Votenet at 
MISOelections@eBallot.com or call 800-
404-5750.

• For membership questions contact MISO at 
membership@misoenergy.org.

10
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FAQs concerning Election of MISO’s Directors and the eVoting Process 
 

1. Q: How many seats will be filled in this year’s election? 
A: Three seats will be filled in this year’s election.  Two seats are Category 1 seats 

(i.e., expertise and experience in corporate leadership at the senior management or board of 
directors level, or in the professional disciplines of finance, accounting, engineering, or 
utility laws and regulation), and one seat is a Category 3 seat (i.e., expertise and experience 
in the planning of electric transmission systems).  The terms of Directors Phyllis E. Currie, 
Mark S. Johnson, and Nancy Lange are set to expire December 31, 2021. 

 
2. Q: Who is eligible to vote in the Board election? 

A: Only MISO Members are eligible to cast votes in the Board election, and each Member is 
entitled to one vote.  Affiliated Members who are owned directly or indirectly by one or 
more public utility holding company system(s) shall be treated as a single Member for 
voting purposes (i.e., they must share a single vote).  Affiliated Members coordinate 
amongst themselves regarding voting decisions and notify MISO regarding who will serve 
as their single designated voter. 

 
3. Q: What does the voting process entail? 

A: These are the steps involved in the voting process: 
• Member Voting Representative Designation:  MISO compiles the list of Member 

Voting Representatives from the contact information provided by the Members to 
MISO.  This list is then provided to Votenet.  Votenet will use MISO’s list to 
communicate company-specific usernames and passwords to each Member’s voting 
representative once the voting polls open.  To change your Member company’s 
authorized voting representative, please notify membership@misoenergy.org for 
assistance.  Members cannot vote electronically if they have not designated a single 
voting representative.   

• Vote:  The electronic voting period begins at 8:00 a.m. Eastern Time (ET), Thursday, 
September 23, 2021, and continues until 5:00 p.m. (ET), Friday, October 29, 2021.  On 
September 23, Votenet will send individual emails to all designated voters to 
(1) announce commencement of the election period and (2) provide company-specific 
usernames and passwords, along with step-by-step instructions for accessing the ballot 
and outlining how to vote using Votenet’s website.  Voting representatives should 
ensure that their SPAM filters are appropriately set so that they may receive 
Votenet emails.1  Designated voters may cast ballots at any time during the election 
period.  No paper ballots will be accepted.  All votes must be submitted electronically 
using Votenet’s website.  Instructions outlining the voting process are included in this 
Voting Package, which will also be posted on MISO’s website 
https://www.misoenergy.org/events/2021-annual-members-meeting---december-9-
2021/.  When the ballot is successfully cast, the designated voter will be taken to a new 
“receipt” page, which can be printed out or accessed electronically (while the polls are 
open).   
 

 
1  To ensure proper delivery, please add MISOelections@eBallot.com to your address book or safe senders 

list. 

mailto:membership@misoenergy.org
https://www.misoenergy.org/events/2021-annual-members-meeting---december-9-2021/
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Exhibit 2 

4. Q:  Why do voters receive so many notifications from Votenet? 
A: An email reminder indicates that there is action for the voter to take.  Once the polls open 

and voters cast their vote, they will no longer receive email reminders from Votenet 
regarding this election.  Once the election begins on September 23, 2021, voters will 
receive weekly emails and one final telephone call reminder from Votenet until they cast 
their vote.   

 
5. Q: Are step-by-step instructions on how to vote electronically available? 

A: Yes.  Included in this Voting Package are step-by-step voting instructions, which will be 
posted on MISO’s website https://www.misoenergy.org/events/2021-annual-members-
meeting---december-9-2021/. 

 
6. Q: Can Members cast a paper ballot in lieu of an electronic ballot? 

A: No.  No paper ballots will be accepted.  All votes must be submitted electronically using 
Votenet’s website. 

 
7. Q: When will Board candidates be announced? 

A: Board candidates will be announced during the September 16, 2021 Board meeting, with 
formal notice being distributed at the Corporate Secretary’s direction shortly thereafter.  
Biographies will also be included in the Voting Package, which will be posted on MISO’s 
website https://www.misoenergy.org/events/2021-annual-members-meeting---december-9-
2021/. 

 
8. Q: When do the polls open and close? 

A: In order to be counted, electronic votes must be cast no sooner than 8:00 a.m. (ET), 
Thursday, September 23, 2021 and no later than 5:00 p.m. (ET), Friday, October 29, 2021.  
Ballots can only be cast during this designated period.   

 
9. Q: What will the ballot look like? 

A: The ballot will depict the names of the Director candidates and include links to their 
biographies.  Write-ins are not allowed.  For each Director candidate listed on the ballot, the 
voter indicates “For,” “Against,” or “Withhold.”  If a Member selects “Withhold,” the vote 
will only count towards assessment of the existence of a quorum. 

 
10. Q: Can a Member change its vote once its ballot is submitted? 

A: No.  Once submitted, a ballot cannot be changed. 
 

11. Q: Once a voter submits a ballot, will he/she receive confirmation that the vote was 
received by Votenet?   

A: When the ballot is successfully cast, the designated voter will be taken to a new “receipt” 
page, which can be printed.  He/she can then access this receipt at any time (while the polls 
are open) by logging into the Votenet system.  No separate email confirmation will be sent. 

 
12. Q: When will the election results be announced? 

A: MISO will announce election results in mid-November and again at the Annual Members 
Meeting on December 9, 2021 (just prior to the Board’s open meeting). 

 
13. Q: What if there are changes to a Member’s designated voting representative? 

https://www.misoenergy.org/events/2021-annual-members-meeting---december-9-2021/
https://www.misoenergy.org/events/2021-annual-members-meeting---december-9-2021/
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A: To make any additional changes concerning a Member’s contact information or voting 
representative, please contact membership@misoenergy.org. 

 
14. Q: Who can Members contact if they have any questions about the voting process? 

A: Members should direct any questions regarding the voting process or election to 
membership@misoenergy.org.  Voters may also contact MISOelections@eBallot.com or 
800-404-5750 for assistance. 

mailto:membership@misoenergy.org
mailto:membership@misoenergy.org
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