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Executive
Summary

Key Takeaways:
• MISO received four responses to the request for 

Stakeholder Feedback during the January 12 IPWG 
presentation.  

• MISO removed the ICs option to make a binding 
election at Decision Point I because it did not provide 
significant value 

• Developed Tariff language based on previous 
discussions and Stakeholder feedback

• Stakeholders may submit written feedback by March 
30, 2021. 

Purpose:  
Summarize stakeholder feedback and present 
proposed Tariff Language.



Revisit MISO goals
1. Present a general proposal for a deadline that will 

achieve a balance of all stakeholder interests. 
2. Collect comprehensive feedback on the general 

proposal. 
3. Revised Proposal and solicit feedback  
4. Developed Tariff langauge that accounts for all 

stakeholder feedback; collect further feedback on 
those specific Tariff changes.

5. Successfully file and implement an IC Option to 
Build deadline in 2021. 
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Summary of Stakeholder Feedback

• ICs would like MISO to consider including 
ten (10) business days after the ICIF FS 
final review to provide binding decision

• TOs would like more details as to what is 
included in their Option to Build cost 
estimate

Complete Stakeholder feedback and MISO response provided in the Appendix
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Revised Proposal for IC Option to Build Deadline

1. At Decision Point 1 (three two binding options):
 IC elects to Build
 Waives right to Build
 Defer until after ICIF review

2. TOs will provide estimated costs associated with 
Option to Build in the Facility Study for IC review

3. IC must make a final binding decision Ten (10) 
business days after the ICIF FS review. If IC 
elects Option to Build, Exhibits A7 and A8 must 
be provided with election.during review period
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Proposed Tariff Language 
7.3.1.4 Interconnection Customer Decision Point I
The Interconnection Customer Decision Point I will last for fifteen (15) Business 
Days beginning with the receipt of the preliminary Interconnection System 
Impact Study analysis including estimated upgrades and costs, as applicable.  
Transmission Provider shall notify all Interconnection Customers or MHVDC 
Connection Customers at the beginning of Interconnection Customer Decision 
Point I that the Interconnection Customer or MHVDC Connection Customer 
shall have fifteen (15) Business Days to decide whether it wants to proceed to 
the Definitive Planning Phase II or withdraw its Interconnection Request.  
During Interconnection Customer Decision Point I, an Interconnection 
Customer or MHVDC Connection Customer may waive its right to elect the 
option to build or defer the decision to GIP Section 7.3.2.5; failure to provide a 
written response will be deemed to be a deferral. During Interconnection 
Customer Decision Point I, an Interconnection Customer or MHVDC 
Connection Customer may reduce the size of its Interconnection Request by as 
much as 100 percent through either … 
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Proposed Tariff Language 
7.3.2.5 Scope of Interconnection Facilities Study.
The first portion of the Interconnection Facilities Study focusing on the Interconnection 
Facilities or the Connection Facilities for the project will start the first day of Definitive Planning 
Phase II.  This portion of the Interconnection Facilities Study will identify estimates for cost and 
the time required to construct the Interconnection Facilities or the Connection Facilities; 
including cost estimates that the Transmission Owner will impose if the Interconnection 
Customer elects to build (e.g. oversite or management costs).  Within 10 Business Days of the 
Interconnection Customer’s receipt of the Interconnection Facilities Study, unless the 
Interconnection Customer has waived its option to build under Section 7.3.1.4, the 
Interconnection Customer shall either elect the option to build or waive the option to build.  If 
the Interconnection Customer elects the option to build, it must also supply completed cost 
estimates for Exhibits A7 and A8 as described in the Business Practice Manual 15 for the 
Interconnection Facilities and Stand Alone Network Upgrades that it has elected to build.  
Failure to provide either a written response or a failure to provide the required cost estimates 
will be deemed to be a waiver of the Interconnection Customer’s option to build.  Nothing in 
this Section shall be interpreted to prohibit an Interconnection Customer from, with 
Transmission Owner’s consent, from waiving its option to build at a later time prior to GIA 
execution, but an Interconnection Customer is not entitled to reverse its waiver. Transmission 
Provider shall use Reasonable Efforts to complete this portion of the Interconnection Facilities 
Study within ninety (90) Calendar Days.
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Stakeholder feedback requested
1. Collect comprehensive feedback on Draft Tariff 

language
2. Deadline for feedback submission is March 30, 2021. 
3. Feedback requests and responses are managed 

through the Feedback Tool on the MISO website: 
https://www.misoenergy.org/stakeholder-
engagement/stakeholder-feedback/
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https://www.misoenergy.org/stakeholder-engagement/stakeholder-feedback/


Next Steps
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Date Event
March 16, 2021 Tariff Language presentation at IPWG.  Stakeholder 

feedback requested on tariff language. 

March 30, 2021 Deadline for Tariff feedback.
May 2021 IPWG Final presentation at IPWG.
May 2021 PAC Presentation at PAC.
June 2021 PAC Final Presentation at PAC
3rd Quarter Filing.
Effective Date 3rd Quarter/ 4th Quarter



Questions?
Please contact Justin Stewart 
jcstewart@misoenergy.org 

mailto:jcstewart@misoenergy.org


Appendix



Clean Grid Alliance- Feedback 
Clean Grid Alliance Comments on Option to Build 
Notification Revised Proposal Jan 26, 2021 Clean 
Grid Alliance appreciates MISO’s revisions to the 
notification of Option to Build proposal. Making an 
informed decision to elect or waive the right for 
Option to Build after transmission owner cost and 
schedules are available, is essential in the Option to 
Build process. This information is not available at 
Decision Point 1, and hence why a decision cannot 
and should not be forced on the interconnection 
customer at that time. However, having the optional 
ability to provide notification earlier in the process at 
Decision Point 1 for those interconnection 
customers whose decision does not depend on 
transmission owner cost or timing, can help expedite 
the process. MISO has proposed that the 
interconnection customer provide notification of the 
Option to Build at the Facility Study review, but there 
may be questions or changes based on the review, 
and therefore we encourage MISO to consider 
allowing the interconnection customer 10 business 
days after the Facility Study review to make a 
binding decision. 

MISO Response:
Thanks for the feedback.  Our revised proposal and 
Tariff language includes ten (10) business days after 
the conclusion of the Facility Study Review to make 
a binding decision. 



Transmission Owner Sector - Feedback

• In the January 12, 2021 meeting of the Interconnection 
Process Working Group (IPWG), stakeholders were 
invited to submit feedback on MISO’s proposal relating 
to timing requirements for an Interconnection 
Customer to elect the Option to Build qualifying 
Network Upgrades. The Transmission Owners 
(Owners or TOs) provide the following feedback for 
MISO’s consideration in further developing the 
requirements associated with this process. The 
proposal outlined by MISO included a requirement for 
TOs will provide estimated costs associated with 
Option to Build in the Facility Study for IC review, but it 
was not clear from the presentation or the discussion 
at the IPWG what costs MISO is referring to, and the 
details regarding this aspect will need to be defined in 
order for the Owners to take a position on the 
reasonableness of MISO’s proposal. The Owners look 
forward to continued discussion on these details as the 
process is developed further, and request that MISO 
refer to the Owners December 4, 2020 feedback on 
this topic regarding some of the details that should be 
considered and addressed as this effort moves 
forward.

MISO Response:
We appreciate the feedback.  We will 
allow the Transmission Owners to 
decide the inputs necessary beyond 
oversight and transfer they deem 
necessary
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Nextera – Feedback 
NextEra Energy Resources, LLC 
(“NextEra”) appreciates the 
opportunity to provide feedback 
on the Option to Self-Build 
proposal. NextEra is supportive of 
the proposal as outlined by MISO 
and believes it is a great 
compromise between 
Interconnection Customers and 
the Transmission Owners. 
NextEra appreciates MISO 
hearing both sides of the 
argument and proposing a 
solution that appears to be 
reasonable for all parties

MISO Response:  
Thanks for the feedback.
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EDF RE – Feedback 
EDF appreciates MISO’s inclusion of past 
feedback provided on the Option to Build 
proposal. Allowing the IC to postpone the 
election to pursue this until after reviewing 
the results of the interconnection facilities 
study is definitely a big improvement. In light 
of the GIP timeline reduction initiative MISO 
has introduced, the general timing for the IC 
to make this election appears appropriate. 
However, one further minor improvement to 
consider is to allow 10 business days after 
the final report is posted for the binding 
election to be made, since it is possible some 
change in the cost may result from questions 
and responses during the review period.

MISO Response:
We appreciate the feedback.  Our revised 
proposal and Tariff language includes ten 
(10) business days after conclusion of the 
Facility Study Review to make a binding 
decision. 
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IC has two options:
1. Waive Option to 

Build
2. Defer until Phase 3 

ICIF FS Review

IC makes election within 
ten (10) business days after 
ICIF FS review providing 
Exhibits A7 and A8 from 

BPM
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